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Abstract: The first step in Japan’s important role in world politics was to restore trust and reconciliation with the countries of 

East Asia, for which the greatest apology was made for Japan’s actions in the first half of the 20th century. The 1995 statement by 

Prime Minister Murayama Tomiiti included other measures to address the problems of the historical past. In a statement issued on 

the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the Pacific War on August 15, 1995, Prime Minister T. Murayama said: 

"Japan has been following the wrong political path for several years in the recent past, leading the Japanese people to war with its 

closest neighbors.  
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1. INTRODUCTION. 

The destruction caused by colonial rule and 

aggression and caused great destruction and suffering to 
many countries, especially the peoples of Asia. I would like 

to express my deepest condolences and sincere apologies. 

Please allow me to express my condolences to the victims in 

Japan and in other countries [1]" 

It would be appropriate for Murayama's statement 

to be seen as an expression of the prime minister's personal 

position in the first place. Because not everyone in the 
central apparatus of Japanese politics agreed with this view 

(the visit of a group of ten ministers of the Japanese Council 

of Ministers to the Yasukuni Shrine in August 1995 may 

confirm this). Nevertheless, the Prime Minister’s above 

statement was a positive sign for Japan. Following the Prime 

Minister's statement, the first step in Tokyo's return to an 

important role in world politics was to restore trust and 

reconciliation with East and Southeast Asia. The Gulf events 

of 1990-1991 reaffirmed Japan's role in the international 

arena. Western allies later criticized Tokyo's involvement in 

the multinational force operation was in fact limited to cash 

(Japan allocated $ 13 billion to the campaign, which 
accounted for 20 percent of its total value. also provided 

medical personnel)[2]. 

In Tokyo, the Allies considered ways to expand 

Japan's contribution to international peace and security, and 

in April, for the first time since the end of World War II, 

disarmed Japan's naval forces. He sent part of the army 

abroad to clear the Gulf of mines, and in 1992 a law was 
passed allowing the Self-Defense Forces (NDF) to 

participate in UN peacekeeping operations. 

But at the same time, the Japanese parliament is 

debating the possibility of sending the NTR abroad. The 

ambiguous attitude of the East Asian countries to the 

discussion of this law has led to a protracted process of 

discussion. 

China has criticized Japan's peace co-operation law 

with the UN as an attempt to "overcome restrictions on 

sending troops abroad, which is impossible for Japan in 

forty-five years" and has been criticized for years. "The 

aggression instigated by the Japanese militarists could be a 

new sign of war, causing discontent in Japanese society and 
concerns in neighboring Asian countries[3]" 

At that time, a commission was set up under the 

chairmanship of Prime Minister Miyazaki Kiiti (1991-1993) 

to set Japan's goals for the Asia-Pacific region in the 21st 

century. The league needs to address a variety of issues and 

think about Japan’s future in the Asia-Pacific region. [4]” 

2. DISCUSSION. 

Analyzing this conclusion, I have developed a 

strategic direction for Japan's reconciliation with Asian 

countries, which includes Tokyo's recognition of its 

responsibility for aggression and colonialism. In the first half 

of the twentieth century, politics, apologies, and other 
attempts to solve other problems of the historical past began, 

and Tokyo sought to take its rightful place in the 

international political arena in line with its economic power. 

There are a number of factors that have helped 

change the Japanese government's approach to the problem, 

including the end of the Cold War, the democratic process in 

a number of countries, including South Korea, and various 
human rights groups, including the Japanese government. 

the intensification of actions that “required a solution to the 

problem of women” was the death of Emperor Hirohito[5]. 

Meanwhile, the controversy surrounding the events 

of 1982 in Japanese history textbooks and the diplomatic 

scandal surrounding the official visit of Prime Minister Y. 

Nakasone to Yasukuni Shinto Shrine on August 15, 1985 

have aroused Japanese interest in commenting on the events 
of the first half of the twentieth century. . The government 

also needed to define its position more clearly and move 
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from vague statements about the "unfortunate past" to 

recognition of aggression and colonialism. 

During Prime Minister Miyadzawa's official visit to 

Seoul on January 17, 1992, he apologized for "the 

unbearable suffering and suffering of the people of the 
Korean Peninsula" amid a controversy over the issue of 

"women's welfare.[6]" 

The Prime Minister directly pointed out that Japan 

was an aggressor and that the Republic of Korea was a 

victim, and that "the younger generations of Japan for these 

mistakes" should begin to correctly interpret history so that 

these cases do not happen again. promised. Most 

importantly, for the first time, K. Miyadzawa used the words 
"aggressor" and "victim" instead of vague formulas 

previously used, such as "unfortunate past." He also stressed 

the need for a "correct understanding of history", which later 

became an important part of Japan's amnesty policy[7]. 

Official Tokyo's correct approach to history, as well 

as the Liberal Democratic Party's (LDP) general defeat for 

the first time since 1955, led to the coalition government led 
by Hosokawa Morihiro (1993-1994) coming to power in 

1993. it has been. 

At the first post-election press conference, in 

response to a question from reporters, the new prime 

minister clearly described Japan's actions as an "aggressive 

war" and expressed "deep regret" in a speech to parliament 

in September 1993, "through aggression and colonial rule. 

"Japan has suffered a lot in the past.[8]" 

During a visit to South Korea in November 1993, 

Ms. Hosokawa noted that “the people of the Korean 

Peninsula were deprived of the opportunity to study in their 

mother tongue, had to change their surnames to Japanese, 

and suffered other unbearable hardships and sorrows. He 

apologized for the inconvenience. 

According to the Japanese periodicals, the meeting 

with South Korean President Kim Yong Sam was held in a 

cordial atmosphere due to the mutual agreement of history 

presented by Prime Minister M. Hosokawa in November 

1993. The leaders stressed the importance of "looking 

directly to the past and taking into account the lessons 

learned" in order to build strong friendly ties between Japan 

and the Republic of Korea[9]. 

At his next meeting with M. Hosokawa in Tokyo in 

March 1994, Kim Yong Sam said, "Although there are 

aspects of the past that cause embarrassment to both the 

victim and the oppressed, we need to focus on the future." 

The two leaders began to put forward the idea that "the past 

should not allow the future to end." 

Judging by the tone of the Japanese media, it can be said that 

at that time he had a positive view of the future of Japan-

Korea relations. Japan hopes that the historic problems in 

bilateral relations will be a thing of the past and that Seoul 

and Tokyo will open a new page in relations. According to 

sources in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 

Government of the Republic of Korea, Japanese newspapers 

have expressed satisfaction with the content of Hosokawa's 

apologies in South Korea and no longer focus on the 

problems of the historical past during bilateral relations. At 

the same time, Japan, realizing that the Republic of Korea 
has deep roots in trust in Japan, believes that real political 

steps should be taken by the leaders of the two countries to 

make political decisions, including mutual understanding 

and trust between the two peoples[10]. 

Sensitive exchanges between the two countries have been 

extremely limited, but as relations have warmed (and North 

Korea's "nuclear crisis" has intensified), there have been 

shifts. In April 1994, the Ministry of Defense of the 
Republic of Korea visited Japan. Japan and South Korea 

have agreed to expand security cooperation. Accordingly, in 

July 1994, it was announced that three training ships of the 

South Korean Navy had been called in for the first time in 

the post-war history in the Japanese port of Yokosuka[11]. 

Hosokawa has failed to achieve a friendly atmosphere in 

relations with China, such as South Korea. During a visit to 
the People's Republic of China in March 1994, the Japanese 

Prime Minister reiterated his views on history, stating that 

"with deep regret over past events, I want to develop 

relations with China in the future." . In response, Li Pen, 

Chairman of the State Council of the People's Republic of 

China, limited himself to saying that "this is the most direct 

and sincere expression of the attitude to history that I have 

heard.[12]" 

The leader of the Socialist Party of Japan (PCJ), the Prime 

Minister of Japan from 1994 to 1996, T. Murayama, visited 

the Republic of Korea in July 1994 and China in May 1995. 

The prime minister has apologized for Japan's colonial rule 

in South Korea. He noted that the people of the Korean 

Peninsula have suffered and suffered as a result of Japan’s 

aggressive actions, and also promised to send proposals to 

the South Korean side soon to address the issue of 

“convenience for women”. T. Murayama also visited the 

National Cemetery of the Republic of Korea, where he paid 

tribute to those killed in the war[13]. 

In a conversation with Chinese Prime Minister Li Peng and 

Chinese President Jiang Zemin in May 1995, Murayama said 

that "aggressive actions and colonial rule in the past have 

caused unbearable suffering and grief to many people in 

neighboring Asian countries." 'he brought it,' he pointed out. 

He promised to work to solve the problem of chemical 

weapons left in Japan. Japanese media have noted that the 

Prime Minister missed an apology and the phrase "decided 
to end the war," which has become commonplace for him. 

As expected, Murayama chose to soften the language a bit to 
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avoid criticism in domestic politics. At the time, a 

parliamentary resolution "against the war" was being 

discussed in Japan. Beijing did not pay much attention to the 

statement. In China, they vowed that commemorative events 

to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the end of World War II 

would not be anti-Japanese (their goal was to “learn from the 

past”, step into the future with “wishes for peace” and “in 

the 21st century”. At the same time, Chinese President Jiang 

Zemin stressed that "there are still people in Japan who have 
a wrong view of history" and "it is impossible" to move 

forward together[14].  

During his visit to China, Murayama became the first 

Japanese prime minister to visit the Marco Polo Bridge, 

where the second Sino-Japanese War of 1937 began. 

According to Murayama, his move is based on Japan's "deep 

regret for past acts of aggression and colonial rule," and its 

commitment to building a relationship of trust with 
neighboring Asian countries. was designed to demonstrate a 

willingness to continue y-actions. During the visit, 

Murayama reaffirmed his "firm oath that the people of Japan 

will never seek to create a military force.[15]" 

Murayama tried to correct the assessments, such as the 

official position of Tokyo. On the occasion of the 50th 

anniversary of the end of World War II, the first attempt in 
his government’s postwar history was to pass an “anti-war” 

resolution in parliament, whose first task was to apologize to 

countries affected by Japanese aggression and colonialism 

and reaffirm its commitments. Japan's renunciation of the 

war was seen as a means of resolving international 

disputes[16]. 

3. CONCLUSION. 

However, pressure from right-wing conservative politicians 

has significantly weakened political views. However, no 

agreement was reached: only 251 out of 502 deputies took 

part in the vote, of which 230 supported the statement. As a 

result, the "Renewed Decision for Peace Based on History 

Lessons" passed by the House of Representatives of the 

Japanese Parliament on June 9, 1995, brought "sincere 

condolences to all those who died on the battlefield or fell 
victim to war or other similar acts." Although he had 

previously acknowledged the "aggressive behavior" and 

"colonial domination" of Japan, it was included in a wide 

range of political realities at the time. The word 

"forgiveness" was replaced by "deep regret" for the suffering 

of the peoples of other countries, especially Asia, and the 

final part "taught history lessons to bridge the gaps in the 

history of the past war and humbly establish peace in 

international lessons." failing to achieve the expected results, 

T. Murayama decided to issue a statement on behalf of the 

Prime Minister, the aim of which, in his own words, was to 

“develop a consensus[17]. 

The statement was issued after it was approved by the 

Japanese Cabinet on August 15, 1995, and "many countries, 

especially the peoples of Asia," strongly apologized for 

Japan's aggression and colonial rule[18]. 

But Murayama's apology sparked a resurgence and 
aggression among conservative forces in Japan. In addition 

to the ten cabinet members demonstrating at Yasukuni 

Shrine, one of the ministers called the “Nanking Massacre” a 

fabrication, while the other Japan liberated Asian countries 

from Western colonialism and justified the need for colonies 

by defending itself. This, of course, diminished the positive 

impact of the statement. 

China and the Republic of Korea have reacted weakly to 
Murayama's statement. Beijing welcomed the Japanese 

Cabinet's signal, noting that "some members of the Japanese 

public and political circles are currently unable to take the 

right position," and Seoul called on the Japanese government 

to "take it seriously[19]" 

In Seoul, Murayama's statement was not considered 

complete because it did not officially recognize Tokyo's 
responsibility for the outbreak of war and declared that the 

annexation of Korea by Japan in 1910 had no legal force. 

Tokyo's position on the second issue has even derailed 

political dialogue with Seoul. In response to T. Murayama's 

statement in the Japanese parliament that the 1910 

agreement was not legally binding at the time of its signing, 

the Republic of Korea reacted sharply to the Japanese 

Foreign Minister. Kono's scheduled visit to Seoul and 

Beijing was postponed in November 1995 ahead of the Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in 

Osaka[20]. 

Around the same time, South Korean President Kim Jong Un 

accused Japan of its colonial policy, which led to the 

division of Korea into two states. Seoul and Beijing later 

urged Tokyo not to deviate from the position stated in the 

1995 statement. Another step in the Murayama cabinet's path 

of historical reconciliation with the former Japanese colonies 

and territories was to advance the historical research of that 

period. In 1994, Murayama announced plans to draw up an 
"Exchange Plan for Peace and Friendship," including a 

collection of relevant historical documents and 

materials[21]. 
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