
International Journal of Academic Multidisciplinary Research (IJAMR) 

ISSN: 2643-9670 

Vol. 9 Issue 5 May - 2025, Pages: 311-315 

www.ijeais.org/ijamr 

311 

Developing Voice and Audience Awareness in Students Essays 

Using CERCA Framework: A Strategy for Scaffolding 

Argumentative Writing 
Charlie Joy Guazon Intano 

ELA Teacher, AC Jones High School 

Texas, USA 

intano.charlie@gmail.com 

 

Abstract: This paper explores the application of the CERCA (Claim, Evidence, Reasoning, Counterargument, Audience) framework 

as a pedagogical strategy for scaffolding argumentative writing and fostering the development of individual voice and audience 

awareness in student essays. Argumentative writing is crucial for academic success and effective communication in professional 

and civic life, requiring students to construct claims supported by evidence and reasoning while considering counterarguments and 

their intended audience. Despite its importance, students often struggle with developing a distinct writing voice and tailoring their 

arguments effectively for a specific audience. The CERCA framework offers a structured approach that encourages students to take 

ownership of their ideas, interpret evidence, articulate their reasoning, engage with opposing viewpoints, and consciously consider 

the needs and expectations of their readers. By strategically integrating the components of CERCA, educators can empower students 

to become more confident, articulate, and effective communicators within academic settings and beyond.  
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Argumentative writing stands as a cornerstone of 

academic achievement across diverse disciplines. It cultivates 

critical thinking abilities by compelling students to articulate 

their justifications and assess assertions grounded in evidence. 

These competencies extend beyond the confines of 

educational settings, equipping students with the necessary 

skills for effective communication and active engagement in 

both professional and civic spheres. At its core, argumentative 

writing involves the construction of a central claim, 

meticulously supported by reasons, relevant evidence, logical 

reasoning, and thoughtful consideration of counterarguments, 

all strategically tailored to resonate with a specific audience. 

The widespread recognition of argumentation's importance in 

education and beyond underscores the necessity of 

investigating effective pedagogical approaches for its 

instruction. 

 

Despite the recognized importance of argumentative 

writing, students frequently encounter difficulties in 

cultivating their individual writing voice, a process that 

necessitates a thoughtful synthesis of specific details, 

purposeful word choice, and fluid sentence structures. The 

development of a distinctive voice is an iterative process, 

demanding consistent practice, careful study of exemplary 

texts, and the opportunity to write for an authentic audience. 

Furthermore, achieving audience awareness, the capacity to 

adapt one's writing to suit a particular reader or group of 

readers, presents another significant challenge for students. 

This involves a nuanced understanding of the audience's 

existing knowledge, their emotional disposition towards the 

topic, and their specific needs and expectations.  Students may 

lack a clear understanding of how different audiences 

interpret written communication and the appropriate 

adjustments required to engage them effectively. The 

persistent challenges associated with developing both voice 

and audience awareness in student writing highlight the need 

for targeted instructional strategies that can effectively 

address these complexities. 

 

One promising approach to tackling these challenges 

is the implementation of the CERCA framework. CERCA, an 

acronym for Claim, Evidence, Reasoning, Counterargument, 

and Audience, is a literacy framework grounded in research, 

specifically designed to foster critical thinking skills through 

the medium of argumentative writing. This framework 

provides a structured methodology for students to construct 

well-organized and persuasive written arguments by guiding 

them through the identification and development of each 

essential component. Each element within the CERCA 

framework plays a distinct and crucial role in the creation of 

a cohesive and compelling argument. The explicit structure 

and research foundation of the CERCA framework suggest its 

potential to effectively address the inherent difficulties in 

teaching argumentative writing, particularly in the areas of 

cultivating individual voice and promoting a keen awareness 

of the intended audience. 

 

This paper seeks to explore the potential of the 

CERCA framework as a scaffolding strategy for enhancing 

argumentative writing skills, with a specific focus on how it 

facilitates the development of a student's unique writing voice 

and their ability to write with a clear understanding of their 

audience. The central question guiding this inquiry is: How 
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does the implementation of the CERCA framework scaffold 

the development of voice and audience awareness in student 

argumentative essays? To address this question, the paper will 

first outline the methodological approach used to synthesize 

the available information. Following this, the results of a 

comprehensive review of the literature, as represented by the 

provided research snippets, will be presented. These findings 

will then be interpreted and discussed in relation to existing 

theories and research on writing instruction. Finally, the paper 

will conclude with a summary of the key findings and their 

implications for educators seeking to improve student 

argumentative writing. 

 

2. METHODS 

This research paper adopts a qualitative synthesis approach 

to examine the connection between the CERCA framework 

and the development of voice and audience awareness in 

student argumentative essays. This method involves a 

thorough examination of the provided research snippets to 

extract relevant information pertaining to the CERCA 

framework, the principles of argumentative writing, the 

cultivation of student voice, and the promotion of audience 

awareness. Each snippet was carefully reviewed to identify 

key concepts, findings, and pedagogical strategies related to 

these areas. The extracted information was then systematically 

categorized and analyzed to discern recurring themes, 

underlying patterns, and significant relationships between the 

CERCA framework and the specific aspects of writing under 

investigation. 

All the provided research snippets were deemed pertinent 

to this study as they directly or indirectly touched upon the 

core themes of argumentative writing, established educational 

frameworks, or the enhancement of student writing 

proficiency. Emphasis was placed on those snippets that 

explicitly referenced the CERCA framework or directly 

addressed the concepts of student voice and audience 

awareness in the context of writing instruction. 

 

The analysis specifically focused on elucidating how each 

individual component of the CERCA framework—Claim, 

Evidence, Reasoning, Counterargument, and Audience—

either explicitly or implicitly contributes to the development 

of a student's distinctive writing voice. Furthermore, the study 

examined the direct role of the "Audience" component in 

fostering audience awareness, as well as the potential indirect 

contributions of the other components in enhancing a student's 

understanding of their readers' perspectives and needs. The 

inherent scaffolding provided by the CERCA framework's 

structured approach and its role in facilitating the 

development of both voice and audience awareness were also 

carefully considered throughout the analysis. While the 

framework directly incorporates "Audience," the process of 

formulating a "Claim," selecting appropriate "Evidence," and 

constructing logical "Reasoning" can also significantly 

influence a student's sense of ownership and individual 

perspective within their writing, thereby shaping their unique 

voice. 

 

3. RESULTS 

 The CERCA framework has been shown to be an effective 

tool for enhancing students' argumentative writing skills. 

Research indicates that instruction utilizing the CERCA 

framework yields positive outcomes across various facets of 

writing, including the construction of claims, the selection and 

integration of evidence, and the development of logical 

reasoning. Notably, the framework simplifies the often-

complex process of argumentation, rendering it more 

accessible to a broader spectrum of students, including those 

who may typically struggle with written expression. 

ThinkCERCA, a prominent educational platform that 

leverages the CERCA framework, has demonstrated 

substantial reading and writing growth among its users. 

Numerous studies have reported significant gains in students' 

reading comprehension levels and overall writing proficiency 

through the consistent application of ThinkCERCA.  

Furthermore, EdReports, a recognized evaluator of 

educational materials, has awarded ThinkCERCA's Core 

ELAR Curriculum with "All-Green" scores, signifying that the 

curriculum meets or exceeds expectations in critical areas such 

as text quality, knowledge building, and overall usability. The 

consistent positive results observed across multiple 

independent studies and educational evaluations provide 

strong support for the effectiveness of the CERCA framework 

as a valuable resource for improving argumentative writing 

abilities. 

 Each component of the CERCA framework plays a 

distinct role in fostering the development of a student's 

individual writing voice. The process of formulating a clear 

and specific claim, which serves as the central argument of 

the essay, encourages students to take ownership of their 

ideas, a foundational element in the cultivation of a unique 

voice.  Within the ThinkCERCA platform, the "SOaR" 

structure (Subject, Opinion, Reason(s)) specifically guides 

students in articulating their personal perspective and 

rationale, further contributing to the distinctiveness of their 

voice. The subsequent step of selecting and organizing 

relevant evidence to substantiate the claim requires students 

to engage in critical analysis of source materials and make 

deliberate choices that reflect their individual understanding 

and interpretation, thereby adding another layer to their 

developing voice. 

Moreover, the requirement to explain the logical 

connection between the chosen evidence and the central claim 

necessitates analytical thinking and articulation in the 

student's own words. This process of constructing reasoning 

fosters their unique analytical voice and mode of expression, 

both of which are integral aspects of a writer's overall voice. 

The inclusion of a counterargument, where students identify 

and address opposing viewpoints, demonstrates a more 

nuanced comprehension of the topic and the capacity to 
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engage with diverse perspectives. This intellectual 

engagement can add depth and sophistication to a student's 

writing voice, showcasing their ability to consider multiple 

sides of an issue. Therefore, through the active engagement 

and decision-making demanded by each component of the 

CERCA framework, students are empowered to develop a 

distinct writing voice characterized by ownership of ideas, 

personalized interpretation, unique analytical expression, and 

a nuanced understanding of the topic. 

 

 The CERCA framework places a significant 

emphasis on the intended audience through the explicit 

inclusion of "Audience" as one of its core components. This 

direct inclusion serves as a consistent prompt for students to 

actively consider who they are writing for throughout the 

essay construction process. By explicitly addressing the 

audience, the framework encourages students to strategically 

tailor their language, the overall tone of their writing, and the 

specific information they choose to present to ensure effective 

communication with their intended readers. ThinkCERCA's 

Applied Lessons are specifically designed to assist students in 

crafting their written arguments using language that is 

appropriate and effective for a particular audience. The 

framework further underscores the importance of selecting 

words that will resonate positively with the audience while 

consciously avoiding any language that might be perceived as 

boring or, worse, offensive. The deliberate consideration of 

the audience at this level demonstrates a heightened 

awareness of the reader's perspective and the need to adapt the 

message accordingly. Consequently, the CERCA 

framework's explicit "Audience" component functions as a 

direct and continuous reminder for students to analyze and 

cater to the specific needs and expectations of their intended 

readers, thereby fostering a strong and well-developed sense 

of audience awareness in their argumentative writing. 

 

 The CERCA framework itself functions as a 

valuable scaffolding tool by systematically breaking down the 

often-daunting task of argumentative writing into a series of 

more manageable and clearly defined components. The 

ThinkCERCA platform further enhances this scaffolding by 

providing high-quality support and guidance as students 

develop their claims and construct their arguments. This 

includes access to differentiated articles on the same topic but 

written at various reading levels, ensuring that students with 

diverse reading abilities can engage with the material 

effectively. The CERCA framework also establishes a shared 

vocabulary and structural approach to writing that educators 

across different subject areas can utilize, promoting 

consistency in instruction and facilitating interdisciplinary 

collaboration on writing initiatives. Moreover, templates and 

sentence starters that are often associated with the CERCA 

framework can provide additional scaffolding to the writing 

process, offering students concrete starting points and 

structural guidance for articulating their ideas and 

constructing their arguments. Therefore, the CERCA 

framework inherently incorporates scaffolding by providing a 

structured, step-by-step approach to argumentative writing 

and often includes supplementary resources such as 

differentiated materials and sentence starters. This multi-

layered scaffolding makes argumentative writing more 

accessible to students and ultimately supports the 

development of both their individual writing voice and a 

strong awareness of their intended audience. 

 

  

4. DISCUSSION 

The findings of this analysis align with existing 

educational theories and research that emphasize the value of 

structured frameworks in enhancing writing instruction.  The 

demonstrated effectiveness of the CERCA framework in 

improving argumentative writing supports the principle that 

decomposing complex tasks into smaller, well-defined steps 

can significantly enhance student learning outcomes and 

overall performance. The way in which the CERCA 

framework fosters the development of a student's individual 

writing voice resonates with theories that highlight the crucial 

roles of ownership, active engagement with the material, and 

the cultivation of critical thinking skills in shaping a writer's 

unique style and perspective.  By requiring students to 

actively construct each component of their argument, the 

framework encourages them to invest their own 

interpretations and individual voice into their written work. 

Furthermore, the explicit emphasis on audience awareness 

within the CERCA framework is consistent with established 

rhetorical theories that underscore the fundamental 

importance of considering the reader in achieving effective 

communication. By positioning "Audience" as a central and 

integral element of the writing process, the framework guides 

students to move beyond merely expressing their own 

thoughts and instead focus on communicating those thoughts 

in a manner that is both clear and persuasive for their intended 

readers. 

 

For educators, the CERCA framework offers a practical 

and readily applicable tool for scaffolding argumentative 

writing instruction within their classrooms, and its utility 

extends across a wide range of subject areas. The framework's 

structured approach provides a common and consistent 

language for discussing and teaching the principles of 

effective argumentative writing, which can significantly 

facilitate collaboration among teachers from different 

disciplines and create a more coherent learning experience for 

students as they progress through their education. Platforms 

like ThinkCERCA offer educators access to pre-designed 

lessons and instructional materials that seamlessly integrate 

the CERCA framework into various topics and subject areas. 

These resources can save teachers valuable time in lesson 

preparation and provide students with structured activities 

that guide them through the process of developing well-

reasoned arguments. Moreover, the adaptability of the 

CERCA framework allows it to be effectively implemented 

with diverse types of texts and across a broad spectrum of 



International Journal of Academic Multidisciplinary Research (IJAMR) 

ISSN: 2643-9670 

Vol. 9 Issue 5 May - 2025, Pages: 311-315 

www.ijeais.org/ijamr 

314 

grade levels, making it a versatile tool for educators working 

with a variety of student populations and learning objectives. 

 

It is important to acknowledge certain limitations in this 

analysis. The study primarily draws upon the provided 

research snippets, which may not encompass the entirety of 

scholarly work pertaining to the CERCA framework, student 

voice, and audience awareness in writing. While the analysis 

focuses on the theoretical underpinnings and research-

supported aspects of the framework, further investigation into 

specific implementation strategies and nuanced classroom 

practices could provide additional valuable insights. 

Furthermore, the effectiveness of the CERCA framework in 

fostering voice and audience awareness may be influenced by 

various contextual factors, including the specific 

demographics of the student population, the level of teacher 

training and familiarity with the framework, and the broader 

educational context in which it is implemented. 

Future research could delve deeper into the specific 

impact of each individual component within the CERCA 

framework on the development of a student's unique writing 

voice. Qualitative analyses of student writing samples, 

focusing on elements such as tone, style, and expression of 

personal perspective, could provide valuable insights into this 

area. Longitudinal studies could investigate the long-term 

effects of consistently using the CERCA framework on 

students' evolving ability to adapt their writing effectively for 

diverse audiences and across a variety of communication 

contexts. Comparative research could also examine the 

relative effectiveness of the CERCA framework in cultivating 

voice and audience awareness when compared to other 

established instructional approaches for teaching 

argumentative writing. Finally, future studies could focus on 

identifying and disseminating best practices for the successful 

implementation of the CERCA framework in diverse 

educational settings to maximize its potential impact on the 

development of both a student's individual voice and a 

sophisticated understanding of their intended audience. 

4.1 Conclusion 

In summary, the CERCA framework stands out as a highly 

effective pedagogical strategy for enhancing argumentative 

writing skills among students. The analysis reveals that each 

core component of the framework—Claim, Evidence, 

Reasoning, Counterargument, and Audience—plays a distinct 

yet interconnected role in the development of a student's 

individual writing voice by encouraging ownership of ideas, 

fostering personalized interpretation of information, 

necessitating unique analytical expression, and promoting a 

nuanced understanding of different perspectives. Furthermore, 

the explicit inclusion of "Audience" as a key element within 

the CERCA framework directly cultivates students' awareness 

of their intended readers, guiding them to make deliberate 

choices in language, tone, and content to ensure effective 

communication. The structured nature of the CERCA 

framework, often accompanied by valuable supplementary 

resources, provides crucial scaffolding that supports students 

throughout the entire argumentative writing process, thereby 

facilitating the development of both a distinct writing voice 

and a sophisticated understanding of audience.  

The CERCA framework offers educators a robust and 

research-validated strategy for effectively scaffolding 

argumentative writing instruction, ultimately leading to the 

cultivation of a more distinct student voice and a more 

profound understanding of audience. By strategically 

integrating this framework into their instructional practices, 

educators can empower students to become more confident, 

articulate, and effective communicators, both within the 

academic sphere and in their future endeavors beyond the 

classroom. 
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