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Abstract: Utilization of Online News for Developing Campus Journalism Modules by Anthon Son R. Morento, Master of Arts in
Teaching in Social Studies, Valencia Colleges (Bukidnon) Incorporated, Valencia City, Bukidnon 2024. The study investigates the
influence of online news on campus journalism initiatives in eight schools in the Pangantucan West District Division of Bukidnon
from 2023-2024. It explores how online news impacts information dissemination, decision-making support, education enhancement,
storytelling, and entertainment. The research, involving surveys and interviews with learners, teachers, and administrators, found a
significant positive correlation between online news sources and effective campus journalism practices. The study suggests strategies
for curriculum integration, teacher professional development, student engagement, media literacy promotion, collaboration with
local media, journalism guidelines, and regular evaluation of journalism activities. Implementing these recommendations can
enhance campus journalism practices, foster transparency and accountability, and empower students to become informed and active
community members.
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Introduction

Campus journalism is crucial to enhancing students' journalism skills and contributing to societal change. It
addresses critical issues like gender equality, human rights, and animal welfare, engaging readers and fostering
discussions. However, communication students often show less enthusiasm for participating in campus media activities
within educational institutions.

Campus journalism has proven successful in mainstream media after undergraduate education, influencing individuals'
voices. Three key elements contribute to its success: journalism is a selfless endeavor, modules provide a systematic
framework for instruction and education, and modules offer flexibility and adaptability. They cover various university
journalism topics, such as reporting, writing, editing, interviewing, ethics, and multimedia journalism.

Modules are structured progressively, starting with fundamental concepts and progressing to more complex themes.
They outline clear learning objectives, offer flexibility, optimize resource usage, and aid in practical assessment and
evaluation. They maintain continuity and consistency, allowing instructors to provide a unified approach to the curriculum
and foster shared understanding among learners.

Campus journalism modules provide a foundation for professional growth, equipping students with the necessary
information and skills for journalism or media careers. This study aims to determine the relationship between news
utilization and the development of campus journalism modules in Pangantucan West District, Division of Bukidnon.

Review of Related Literature

This literature review examines the use of news in education, its impact on student's vocabulary and reading
speed, its role in networking and entertainment, the learner's appetite for reading news, the development of modules in
modular learning, and the significance of campus journalism in the Philippines. The review highlights the importance of
resources in educational institutions, the role of news in networking and entertainment, the learner's appetite for reading
news, the development of modules in modular learning, and the challenges faced in campus journalism and module
development.

Researchers have found that news consumption in education improves students' English vocabulary and
reading speed, while newspapers increase students' motivation for learning and enhance their foreign language literacy.
News outlets also use social media platforms to reach a wider audience and promote audience participation. Factors
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such as media literacy, accessibility and relevance of news content, and the role of teachers and educational institutions
influence the learner's appetite for reading news.

Module development in modular learning is discussed, emphasizing the importance of aligning modules with the
curriculum, providing diverse and relatable content, and promoting self-learning and effective time management. Quality
assurance, evaluation mechanisms, digital platforms, and multimedia resources are also explored. Campus journalism
is recognized as a platform for student expression, democratic engagement, and media training, promoting transparency,
accountability, and responsible citizenship.

Campus journalism faces challenges such as limited resources, censorship, administrative control, and the
impact of digital media. Module development in campus journalism is also discussed, emphasizing the importance of
instructional materials, linguistic competence analysis, and the effectiveness of module development in improving writing
skills.

Research Methodology

This study followed a descriptive-correlational research design. It investigated the relationship between the level
of effectiveness of using news as a basis for developing modules for campus journalism in Pangantucan West District,
Division of Bukidnon.

The researcher-made questionnaire obtained data on the effectiveness of using news for Information and Awareness,
Decision-Making, Education and Learning, Journalism and Storytelling, and Entertainment, as well as the level of
effectiveness of campus journalism in the school.

Respondents of the Study
Research Design

This study followed a descriptive-correlational research design. It investigated the relationship between the level
of effectiveness of using news as a basis for developing modules for campus journalism in Pangantucan West District,
Division of Bukidnon.

The researcher-made questionnaire obtained data on the effectiveness of using news for Information and
Awareness, Decision-Making, Education and Learning, Journalism and Storytelling, and Entertainment, as well as the
level of effectiveness of campus journalism in the school.

Respondents of the Study

The study's respondents were all public school teachers in Pangantucan West District, Division of
Bukidnon. Table 1 presents the distribution of respondents by school.

Table 1.
Distribution of Respondents by School
School Population Sample size
Quarry E/S 6 6
Bacusanon Central E/S 20 20
Balmar E/S 3 3
Nabaliwa E/S 7 7
Madaya E/S 10 10
Pigtauranan Integrated School 21 21
lliyan Te Apu 3 3
San Guinto E/S 42 42
Total 112 112
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Sampling Procedure

Total Enumeration was used as a sampling procedure for this study. All the public-school elementary teachers
in Pangantucan West District, Division of Bukidnon, who are handling advisory, were requested to participate as
respondents.

Research Instrument

The researcher personally crafted the instrument for this study. It is a survey questionnaire that is composed of
two parts.

Part | dealt with the effectiveness of utilizing news in terms of Information and Awareness, Decision-Making,
Education and Learning, Journalism and Storytelling, and Entertainment. Each of the areas has five items. Columns for
the choices are based on the five-point Likert scale. The respondent will check the column for his chosen answer.

Part Il was on the effectiveness of campus journalism in the school.

The Cronbach alpha Coefficient for the instrument's items is 0.952. This suggests that the items have relatively
high consistency and are considered acceptable.

Statistical Treatment

This chapter presented, analyzed, and interpreted the data gathered, with supporting findings from the
review of related literature. The data were analyzed and interpreted in the order of the problem presented in Chapter 1.

Table 2 presents the effectiveness of using news for information and awareness, which was evaluated through
various indicators. Each indicator's mean and standard deviation (SD) were provided to assess how much news
contributed to readers' awareness and information acquisition. Impressively, all indicators received high mean scores,
indicating a high degree of effectiveness in using news for information and awareness.

Table 2

Level of effectiveness of utilization of news in terms of Information and Awareness.
Indicator Mean SD Interpretation
News significantly enhances awareness by
providing readers diverse perspectives, 4.04 0.684 High Level

cultural contexts, and global issues.

The effectiveness of utilizing news for 4.04 0.722 High Level
information and awareness depends on

the credibility and reliability of news

sources.

News broadens perspectives, cultivates 3.98 0.629 High Level
empathy, and encourages engagement in
crucial social, economic, and political

issues.

I have access to reliable sources of 3.96 0.621 High Level
information that help me stay informed and

aware."

Using news empowers informed decisions 3.91 0.705 High Level

fosters discussions, and community
contribution.

News effectively provides up-to-date 3.88 0.732 High Level
information on various topics, keeping

readers informed about current events,

societal issues, and developments.
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Overall 3.97 0.513 High Level
Scale Range Indicator Description
5 4.20-5.00 Very High Level Effectiveness is observed 9-10 times out of ten
situations

4 3.40-4.19 High Level Effectiveness is observed 7-8 times out of ten situations
3 2.60-3.39 Moderate Level Effectiveness is observed 5-6 times out of ten situations
2 1.80-2.59 Low Level Effectiveness is observed 3-4 times out of ten situations
1 1.00-1.79 Very Low Level Effectiveness is observed 0-2 times out of ten

News significantly enhances awareness by providing diverse perspectives, cultural contexts, and global issues
while keeping readers informed about current events and societal issues. News articles foster a broader understanding
of the world, supporting research by Santos and Garcia (2020). The effectiveness of news in terms of information and
awareness is high (Mean = 3.97, SD = 0.513).

Table 3

Level of effectiveness of utilization of news in terms of Decision-Making.

Indicator Mean SD Interpretation
News aids decision-making by providing
abundant information and diverse 4.05 0.669 High Level
perspectives, enabling informed choices.
News articles empower decision-making 4.02 0.644 High Level
by informing readers about current events,
policies, and societal issues.
News use fosters critical thinking as 3.96 0.663 High Level
readers consider various viewpoints and
evidence.
Effective news-based decision-making 3.91 0.609 High Level
hinges on the reader's critical analysis and
interpretation skills.
| feel confident in making informed 3.85 0.674 High Level
decisions based on available information.
Decision-making with news is optimized 3.84 0.717 High Level
when readers actively seek diverse
perspectives from multiple sources.
Overall 3.94 0.557 High Level
Scale Range Indicator Description
5 4.90-5.00 Very High Level E_ffec'glveness is observed 9-10 times out of ten
situations
4 3.40-4.19 High Level E_ffect.|veness is observed 7-8 times out of ten
situations
3 2 60-3.39 Moderate Level E_ffecqveness is observed 5-6 times out of ten
situations
5 1.80-259 Low Level E_ffecqveness is observed 3-4 times out of ten
situations

1.00-1.79 Very Low Level

Effectiveness is observed 0-2 times out of ten
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The study found that news facilitates informed choices among readers, fostering critical thinking and analytical
skills. However, the optimal decision-making process requires readers to actively seek diverse perspectives from multiple
sources, indicating the need for a wider range of news sources.

Table 4

Level of effectiveness of utilization of news in terms of Education and Learning.

Indicator Mean SD Interpretation

The news serves as educational 3.99 0.561 High Level
goldmines, providing insights into current
events, science, and culture.

Active engagement with news content 3.98 0.553 High Level
enhances its educational value, prompting

readers to question, seek more sources,

and analyze critically.

Engaging with news fosters critical 3.98 0.629 High Level
thinking, helping readers assess source

credibility and biases and distinguish facts

from opinions.

Interacting critically with news articles 3.96 0.657 High Level
improves media literacy and enriches

learning.

Educational resources and teaching 3.95 0.655 High Level

methods provided are effective in helping
me grasp new concepts.

News boosts education by offering diverse  3.91 0.609 High Level
topics and perspectives for readers to
explore and learn from.

Overall 3.96 0.492 High Level

Scale Range Indicator Description

5 4.90-5.00 Very High Level E_ffec'qveness is observed 9-10 times out of ten
situations

4 3.40-4.19 High Level E_ffec'glveness is observed 7-8 times out of ten
situations

3 2 60-3.39 Moderate Level E_ffec'glveness is observed 5-6 times out of ten
situations

> 1.80-2.59 Low Level E.ffec'glveness is observed 3-4 times out of ten
situations

1 1.00-1.79 Very Low Level Effectiveness is observed 0-2 times out of ten

News plays a crucial role in education and learning by providing valuable insights into various fields encouraging
readers to question and critically analyze information. It enhances learning experiences and fosters critical thinking skills
among readers. According to multiple indicators, students with higher media literacy tend to engage more with news
content.

Table 5

Level of effectiveness of utilization of news in terms of Journalism and Storytelling.
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Indicator Mean SD Interpretation
News showcases journalism principles, 4.03 0.677
offering firsthand experience of news High Level
gathering and presentation.
News reveals journalists' role as 3.93 0.626 High Level
storytellers, presenting complex
information in relatable ways.
News uses storytelling techniques 3.88 0.611
effectively, highlighting storytelling's power High Level
in journalism.
News articles  exemplify integrity, 3.85 0.647 High Level
emphasizing accuracy, fairness, and
objectivity.
Engaging with news demonstrates 3.83 0.656 High Level
journalistic standards and ethics.
| trust the information provided by the news 3.72 0.573 High Level
outlet.
Overall 3.87 0.502 High Level
Scale Range Indicator Description
5 4.20-5.00 Very High Level E'ffec'qveness is observed 9-10 times out of ten
situations
4 3.40-4.19 High Level E_ffec'qveness is observed 7-8 times out of ten
situations
3 2.60-3.39 Moderate Level Effectiveness is observed 5-6 times out of ten
situations.
2 1.80-2.59 Low Level E_ffect_lveness is observed 3-4 times out of ten
situations
1 1.00-1.79 Very Low Level Effectiveness is observed 0-2 times out of ten

The effectiveness of news in journalism and storytelling was evaluated using various indicators. All indicators
received high mean scores, indicating a significant contribution to journalistic principles and storytelling techniques. The
highest mean score was "News showcased journalism principles, offering firsthand experience of news gathering and
presentation,” while the lowest was "l trusted the information provided by the news outlet." Research by Baguio (2015)
and Calub (2023) supports the importance of news media in promoting democratic values and fostering critical

engagement with news content.

Table 6

Level of effectiveness of utilization of news in terms of Entertainment.

Indicator Mean SD Interpretation
News entertains by engaging and 4.08 0.572 High Level
captivating readers, enhancing the reading

experience.

Entertaining news articles with engaging 3.97 0.607 High Level

storytelling techniques capture readers'
attention.
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Infotainment combines information and 3.96 0.591
entertainment to make news engaging. High Level
News outlets with lifestyle and 3.92 0.632 High Level

entertainment sections cater to readers
interests in popular culture.

News entertains by presenting information 3.88 0.640
in an engaging and accessible way, High Level
appealing to a broader audience.

The content elicits joy, excitement, 3.82 0.633 High Level
sadness, or suspense.
Overall 3.94 0.496 High Level
Scale Range Indicator Description
5 4.90-5.00 Very High Level E_ffec'glveness is observed 9-10 times out of ten
situations
4 3.40-4.19 High Level E'ffec'glveness is observed 7-8 times out of ten
situations
3 2 60-3.39 Moderate Level E'ffec'glveness is observed 5-6 times out of ten
situations
> 1.80-2.59 Low Level E'ffec'glveness is observed 3-4 times out of ten
situations
1 1.00-1.79 Very Low Level Effectiveness is observed 0-2 times out of ten

The study evaluates the effectiveness of news as an entertainment source, focusing on various indicators. High
mean scores were given to "news entertained by engaging and captivating readers, enhancing the reading experience"
and "content elicited emotions such as joy, excitement, sadness, or suspense.” This finding is supported by research by
Club (2023) and Villamor and Babanto (2018), who explored campus journalism as a training ground for future media
practitioners. The study concludes that news media effectively fulfills its role as an entertainment source.

Table 7
Level of effectiveness of campus journalism in the school.

Scale  Range f % Indicator Description

5 4.20-5.00 14 12.5 Considerable extent Effectiveness is observed 9-10
times out of ten situations.

4 3.40-4.19 87 77.7 Large extent Effectiveness is observed 7-8
times out of ten situations

3 2.60-3.39 11 9.8 Moderately extent Effectiveness is observed 5-6
times out of ten situations

2 1.80-2.59 0 0 Less extent Effectiveness is observed 3-4
times out of ten situations

1 1.00-1.79 0 0 Not extent Effectiveness is observed 0-2

times out of ten

Total 112 100

The effectiveness of campus journalism in a school was assessed using a scale of 1 to 5. Most respondents,
77.7%, found it adequate to a large extent, with 12.5% stating it was very effective (9-10 times out of 10 situations). A
smaller portion, 9.8%, considered it moderately effective (5-6 times out of 10 situations). The study by Greenwood (2015)
and Ledesma (2017) highlighted the role of campus journalism in raising awareness and mobilizing efforts for positive
change within educational communities.
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Table 8

Test of a significant relationship between the effective utilization of news and the level of effectiveness of campus
journalism in the school when grouped according to Information and Awareness, Decision-Making, Education and
Learning, Journalism and Storytelling, and Entertainment.

Variable r p-value Interpretation
Information and Awareness 461 .000 Significant
Decision-Making .268 .004 Significant
Education and Learning .430 .000 Significant
Journalism and Storytelling .273 .000 Significant
Entertainment .294 .000 Significant
Overall 467 .000 Significant

Table 8 presents the results of a test examining the relationship between the effectiveness of news utilization
and the effectiveness of campus journalism in schools. The results showed significant positive relationships between
news utilization and campus journalism. Information and Awareness showed a positive relationship, suggesting that as
news usage increased, so did the effectiveness of campus journalism in promoting information and awareness. Decision-
making showed a positive relationship, indicating that as news usage increased, so did the effectiveness of campus
journalism in facilitating decision-making processes. Education and Learning showed a positive relationship, indicating
that as news usage increased, so did the effectiveness of campus journalism in supporting educational initiatives and
fostering learning. Journalism, Storytelling, and Entertainment showed significant positive relationships, indicating that
as news usage increased, so did the effectiveness of campus journalism in providing entertaining content and engaging
the school community. The null hypothesis was rejected, as significant relationships existed between these variables
and the dependent variable.

Conclusions

In conclusion, the study highlighted the pivotal role of online news sources in enhancing campus
journalism practices. The findings have significant implications for schools and teachers within the Pangantucan West
District Division of Bukidnon, providing insights into the importance of effectively utilizing online news for various
purposes and its impact on the effectiveness of campus journalism.

The findings highlighted the high effectiveness of campus journalism in the school. It promotes democratic
values, fosters transparency and accountability, and enhances learner engagement and learning experiences. Campus
journalism plays a crucial role in shaping informed and responsible citizens by allowing learners to actively participate in
journalistic activities and express their views on societal issues.

In addition, the research found a significant positive relationship between the effectiveness of utilizing news and
the effectiveness of campus journalism in the school across domains such as Information and Awareness, Decision-
Making, Education and Learning, Journalism and Storytelling, and Entertainment. This highlights the importance of
effectively utilizing news sources to enhance the overall effectiveness of campus journalism initiatives.

Recommendations

The study suggests that schools and teachers in the Pangantucan West District Division of Bukidnon should
enhance campus journalism practices and maximize the use of online news sources. This can be achieved by
encouraging active learner participation in campus journalism activities, integrating online news sources into curriculum
activities, and participating in professional development programs. School administration should also support learners
in creating multimedia journalism projects using online news platforms, such as video documentaries, podcasts, and
interactive web articles, to develop digital storytelling skills and engage diverse audiences.
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