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Abstract: Viet Nam as the world’s 3rd vertex of the pronounced Southeast Asian Water Triangle that feeds the mighty Mekong River 

experiences major debilitating flooding in the Central, Northwest, and Mekong Delta regions in the winter-spring months. They 

decided this as one of the first severe climatic hazards of the region. This study focuses on devising geo-hydrometeorological driven 

flood risk zones as geo-spatial constructs using records of historical flood events. This has been done using Random Forests for 

Machine Learning. 11 spatial and climatic variables (elevation, slope, TWI, curvature, distance from the river/drainage, river Curve 

Number, rainfall extremes, etc.) were processed geospatially through a GIS interface.  Validation on Berlin's dataset achieved ~80% 

accuracy (AUC = 0.80) which is within the accepted range for informative filters, thus, confirming the model's reliability. The 

decentralized trained model has been implemented in an application that creates binary representations of flood events and scores 

local defense systems corresponding to the level of vulnerability to flooding. Results demonstrate the combined use of GIS and 

machine learning as a powerful conceptual and practical tool in systematic spatial planning, proactive alert systems, and 

climatological adaptations for the region. These models will next be exposed to the real-time flux of geo-spatial data from web-

observations across the country to minimize disaster risk. 
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1. Introduction 

In Vietnam, the most damaging natural disaster is flooding, exacerbated by climate change, which causes extreme weather events to 

become more common and more intense. In the Central Region, Northwest Region, and Mekong Delta, heavy rains and rapid water 

rise result in prolonged flooding, which disrupts economic activity and stifles socioeconomic growth. Predictive models, as well as 

warning systems, remain underdeveloped due to a lack of digital infrastructure and data on inundation. The study titled ‘Flood Risk 

Zoning Based on Historical Flood Data and Regional Topographic Information’ creates GIS maps to subdivide flood zones and 

classify high- and low- risk zones to aid use in land planning, preemptive flood warning, and local flood management actions.  The 

study combines historical flood data, and terrain factors comprising DEM, Slope, TWI, Drainage, distance to riparian zones, distance 

to major roads, roughness curvature, and distance to the controlling river, as well as machine learning to create high-resolution 

district and commune subdivision flood zoning maps. BERLIN Dataset: as an example, this validates the effectiveness of the 

approach to flooding based on the high-quality datasets available in Berlin. More than this, in other Vietnam studies where the 

outcome is risk maps, the focus is often on the outcomes of risk mitigation, whereas in other terrains within Vietnam the focus is on 

improved mitigation planning and the allocation of social factors. 

2. Theoretical Background 

The incorporation of AI is re-iterated to have been showcased at the Dartmouth Conference in the year 1956. Since that time, the 

field of AI has seen the refinement of its perception, especially regarding performing functions quintessential to ‘life’; be it 

learning, reasoning or even decision making. Currently, AI in combination with machine learning, has been embraced in a few 

varying disciplines owing to an array of developed technological devices, along with ‘Big Data’. Healthcare, education, and even 

disaster management, along with numerous other disciplines have seen an incorporation of the tools. With the increasing severity 

of issues surrounding climate change, the ability to predict and model natural disasters, particularly floods, has turned to be a 

necessity in improving AI disaster management systems for efficient mitigation and enhancing community resilience. 
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Figure 1. Introduction to Artificial Intelligence (AI) (GeeksforGeeks.org) 

As a subfield of AI, Machine Learning (ML) systems can enhance their performance through data assimilation and independent 

functioning, thus eliminating the need for explicit coding. ML now builds accurate risk models to forecast flooding using complex 

data sets obtained from sensors, satellites, and historical records, thereby improving early warnings, flood zoning, and disaster 

management.  

Figure 2. Machine Learning Techniques (GeeksforGeeks.org) 
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Figure 3. Machine Learning Life Cycle (GeeksforGeeks.org) 

Supervised learning involves the studying of the associations between the defined attributes and the outcomes of output—usually 

for classifying (different levels of flood risk) or regressing (estimating economic losses) activities—based on the provided labeled 

datasets. For instance, on flood risk research, classifiers, including Random Forest, SVM, and Logistic Regression, have managed 

to high align accuracy in zonal flood forecasting with the provision of elevation, slope, and rainfall (Tehrany et al., 2014). To achieve 

maximum efficiency, the data must be collected, cleaned, and labeled, which is, often, costly in terms of resources and funds. 

However, in the case of disaster management, the trained supervised models support in making instantaneous, accurate forecasts 

accompanied with predictive outcomes. 

 

Figure 4. Supervised Learning (GeeksforGeeks.org) 

Breiman and Cutler's Random Forest tool is a supervised learning method with both classification and regression capabilities. It 

overcomes overfitting and balances competing objectives by building many decision trees on random subsets and pooling the 
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predictions. It captures the intricacy, non-linearity, and pointer “Heterophily” features needed for flood risk assessment. Its 

effectiveness for zoning flood-prone areas, as shown in studies done in China and India (Wang et al., 2020; Li et al., 2021), suggests 

the still untapped potential in Vietnam for combining relief management with the underlying relief, climatic, and hydraulic data. 

3. Materials and Methods 

This study concerns itself with the rising flood risks on Vietnam which is mapped under a historical and topographic data zoning 

system. The Domestic and Foreign Works on GIS, Machine Learning, and Spatial Analysis provided literature that was foundational 

to the methodology. The data public and government records on DEMs, rainfall, water levels, and historic floods. A pipeline was 

designed around the predominantly standard procedures to train a classification model to geographically and climatically derived 

attributes while experimental testing was conducted to gauge precision. A prototype was also created that helps support physical 

frameworks, enabling risk visualization, local planning, and community data-enhanced adaptability designed for provisional studies. 

 

3.1Design and Implementation of the Machine Learning Model 

 

Figure 3.1. Methodology Proposal and Workflow 

Step 1: Compilation of Flood Data: Every team member collected and constructed topologically diverse datasets of flash floods 

whose geographical location is publicly available and contains altimetry, rainfall, slope, land cover, and hydro features. First, out of 

84 topographic survey points, individual datasets were created containing attributes to describe floods as occurrences (yes/no) such 

as elevation, slope, TWI, curvature, aspect, and rainfall extremes, as well as distances to rivers, roads, and drainage systems. Data 

were kept under Geospatial and Raster data formats to facilitate model training. 

Step 2: Data Preprocessing and Cleaning: There was no evidence of duplicates of the dataset, missing values, and class balance. 

Data augmentation created new points near to the originals. Visualization techniques supplemented by distribution plots and a 

correlation heatmap clarified variable and inter-variable friendships. These steps ensured that the model feature supports were high 

quality and devoid of noise. 
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Figure 3.2 Data Distribution Before and After Data Augmentation 

 

Figure 3.3 Correlation matrix of the dataset before data augmentation 

 

Figure 3.4 Correlation matrix of the dataset after data augmentation 

Step 3: Machine Learning Model Training: With respect to the class requirements, the dataset divided was 60-20 training and 

testing and further divided to 20 validation for the purposes of this class. For class validation, the model was a Random Forest 

Classifier (i.e. 100 trees, Gini criterion, random_state=42) executed on Google CoLab. The ability to predict flash flood risks based 

upon geospatial data was validated, and high accuracy on validation was achieved. 

Step 4: Model Evaluation and Conclusion: The trained model was tested using accuracy, precision, recall, and F1-score. Results 

showed 80% accuracy, with ~81% precision and ~79% recall, indicating good effectiveness in identifying flash flood risk. 
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Misclassifications occurred mostly in areas with intermediate features, highlighting the need for more diverse data to improve 

performance. 

 

3.2. Software Application Deployment 

To translate research outcomes into practical tools for disaster mitigation, an online software application was created to determine 

the potential of flash floods with the trained machine learning model. The software interface is designed such that it can be used 

without any training in IT or Machine Learning. The system was implemented using Flask API, which is a lightweight Python 

framework. Flask, as unbundled for larger systems, requires additional modules, lacks built-in protective mechanisms, and possesses 

tradeoffs for larger systems. Because of these tradeoffs, Flask was considered reasonable for this project. The interface of the system 

can be used for the illustration and testing of tools for local disaster mitigation to enhance the ‘ground-up’ integration approach using 

HTML, CSS, and JavaScript frameworks for web programming. 

4. Results 

a. Introduction to the Dataset Used in the Study 

Data Source and Scope 

For this research project, the dataset was obtained from Berliner Wasserbetriebe, the city-owned corporation responsible for the 

collection and treatment of water and wastewater. It is recorded in the dataset and is based on fire brigade documents, social media 

activity, and community-driven information forms. It documents flooding from the years 2005-2017 specifically in the residential 

and transit zones, also covering the offline and online social media tools. The integrated community and institutional approaches 

foster the precision of the dataset and add great value to the dataset, especially for the community and for the urban flooding 

management, considering the rapid urbanization. Their input is vital from both the urban institutional and community pillars to 

ensure proper governance in the context of rapid tier city modernization/restoration.  

Flood Influencing Factors  

From the dataset and previous research, the following 11 most relevant factors were obtained and divided into three categories: 

topography, infrastructure, and hydrometeorology.  

 Elevation & Slope: Low-lying and flat areas tend to increase flood risk, while dip slope can influence the speed of the 

resultant and the stagnation.  

 Topographic Wetness Index (TWI) & Curvature: Increments that assess the accumulation of water, and concave forms of 

land that are capable of being flooded.   

 Aspect: An indirect way to assess the flood risk, assists in the evaluation of flow direction.   

 Distance to River, Roads, Drainage (DTRiver, DTRoad, DTDrainage): The vicinity to both natural and artificial drainage 

systems.  

 Curve Number (CN): Index that measures the runoff potential through specific soils and land cover. 

 Annual Maximum Precipitation (AP) & Frequency of Extreme Precipitation (FP): assess the strength and frequency of 

rainfall usually derived from the German Railway Metreoric Service radar and stored for multifunction scale and extreme 

precipitation data. 

 The above cited elements work as input variables for the necessary training and评估 of the artificial intelligence models 

concerning flood risk zoning. 

 

Evaluation Results of the Trained Model's Performance 

Model evaluation indicated that the Random Forest could classify the cleaned and enriched datasets with an accuracy in the region 

of 80%, satisfying the project objectives. Further evaluation was done using the ROC curve and the AUC index. The ROC curve 

shows the partitioning of the true positive rate and the false positive rate across varying threshold levels and the TPR and FPR 

associated with each threshold, with the AUC providing a single value measure of a model’s classification ability (0.5 is considered 

random, >0.7 is acceptable, >0.8 is good, >0.9 is considered excellent). In this case, the model AUC was upward of 0.80 which 

indicated a good performance with clear class separation. There was a slight augmentation in AUC with data augmentation 

(0.80→0.81) and a data augmentation shifted ROC curve which was nearer the upper left of the graph, indicative of improved 

classification performance. 
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Figure 4.2.1. Model after trained and                          Figure 4.2.2 Model after trained and  

test on original dataset                                                    test on augmented datasets 

b. Results of Application Platform Setup and Tuning 

 

Figure 4.3.1. The Platform Setup and Interface 

The software interface is designed to be simple and intuitive, including input fields corresponding to the parameters selected 

during the model development process. Specifically, the application requires users to provide 11 input data layers that influence the 

risk of flash floods in the study area, including: 

● Digital Elevation Model (DEM): a base data layer that reflects the basic topography of the region. 

 

 
Figure 4.3.2. Digital Elevation Model 

 

● Slope: represents the steepness of the terrain, which is a critical factor influencing surface runoff. 
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Figure 4.3.3. Slope 

 

● Aspect: the main orientation of the terrain's slope, which influences moisture levels and flow direction. 

 

 
Figure 4.3.4. Aspect 

 

● Curvature: indicates the shape of the terrain surface, whether it is concave, convex, or flat. 

 

 
Figure 4.3.5. Curvature 

 

● Topographic Wetness Index (TWI): measures the tendency of water to accumulate on the terrain surface. 

 

 
Figure 4.3.6. Topographic Wetness Index 

 

● Distance to Drainage: indicates the proximity to natural drainage channels or streams. 

 

 
Figure 4.3.7. Distance to Drainage 

 

● Distance to Road: reflects the impact of infrastructure on surface runoff and drainage. 

 

 
Figure 4.3.8. Distance to road 

 

● Distance to River: a crucial factor in flood risk zoning. 
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Figure 4.3.9. Distance to River 

 

● Curve Number (CN): indicates the soil's infiltration capacity, derived from a combination of soil type and land cover. 

 

 

 
Figure 4.3.10. Curve Number 

 

● Annual Peak Rainfall (AP): represents the potential for extreme rainfall events in the area. 

 

 
Figure 4.3.11. Annual Peak Rainfall 

 

● Frequency of Peak Rainfall (FP): measures how often extreme rainfall events have occurred historically. 

 

 
Figure 4.3.12. Frequency of Peak Rainfall 

After users input all required data into the corresponding fields, typically as specific values, they can click the “Predict” button. 

The software will then automatically invoke a pre-trained machine learning model (e.g., using algorithms such as Random Forest) 

to perform inference. Based on the input data, the model will generate a prediction regarding the likelihood of flash flood occurrence 

in the specified area. 

The results can be displayed in two formats: 

 Classification output indicating whether the input data corresponds to a flood-prone area (labeled as “Yes” or “No”) 

 Prediction probability showing the model’s confidence level for the result 

This application holds significant potential in supporting government agencies and provincial disaster prevention committees in 

mountainous areas such as Lào Cai, Yên Bái, and Hà Giang in regularly mapping flash flood risk zones. Additionally, it serves as 

an intuitive tool for raising public awareness about local disaster risk levels. 
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Figure 4.3.13. Software interface after entering all data and generating results 

5. Discussion 

The Random Forest classification model approximated both the accuracy and the classification AUC metrics at 80% and 0.80 

respectively. Support for the model's class discriminating capability was further evidenced through the analysis conducted on both 

the original and the augmented datasets. These results further enhance the practicality of the proposed approach and underpin its 

practical Employment. The model along with the historical, topographic, climatic, and socio-environmental data provide evidence 

supporting the flood risk prediction while its associated predictive variables enhance decision making for disaster management. The 

model’s generalization ability enables it to make predictions in novel areas, and its development is easily scalable and adaptable 

which enables rapid forecasting. This method applied to areas of Vietnam enables improved forecasting while supporting damage 

limitation and climate adaptation strategies. Random Forest Supervised learning in this model demonstrates extensive scientific and 

practical credibility to flood predictive zoning. 

6. Conclusion 

This study developed a flood and flash flood risk zoning model using the Random Forest algorithm and a combination of terrain and 

archival flood data. The model has deployed and refined user accuracy and precision while zoning high-risk areas and its precise 

predictive capability ca user application software designed for disaster mitigation. The model’s capability of solving complex spatial 

data speaks to the efficacy of machine learning as well as Random Forests for flood risk analysis. Then the study will focus on 

expanding the spatial scope to the flood prone areas of the whole of Vietnam and enhance the data set to include real-time rainfall, 

land cover, population density and other parameters as well as enhance performance through state-of-the-art algorithms. The study 

also plans to create a web-based real-time structure with risk maps, assessing user perception and community of the system. In the 

end, the study aims at a balance of policy and capacity building, contributing to an ecosystem of scales to combat the impacts of 

climate change. 
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